
Public Spaces, 
Public Life
 for North 

Rainier 
Seattle

Sarah Marshall
Christy Alexander

Leslie Batten
Doug McIntyre

Selina Chiu
Emily Grigg-Saito
Hiroko Matsuno

LArch 504 | Arch 503 
Assg 1: Context Analysis 

January 11, 2010

Facade Quality

co
ur

te
sy

 G
eh

l A
rc

hi
te

ct
s

±0 400 800200
Feet

1 in = 400 feet
COVER, FEW SEATS

SHADE TREES, NO SEATING

BUS SHELTER, WITH VERY LITTLE SHELTER

SHELTER, NO SEATINGSEATING, NO SHELTER

CANOPY/COVER

SEATING

SHADE TREE

NOISE CORRIDOR

BUILDING

GOOD EXAMPLES?

AT FIRESTONE, 
AN AWNING 
PROTECTS 

PEDESTRIANS 
FROM RAIN, 

WHILE GLAZING 
AT EYE LEVEL 

CREATES VISUAL 
INTEREST

STARBUCKS 
PROVIDES 
COVERED 
SEATING, WASTE 
FACILITIES, 
AND WINDOWS 
LOOKING ONTO 
THE SIDEWALK

Protection From Weather Physical 
Pedestrian 

Environment

±0 400 800200
Feet

1 in = 400 feet

Frontages
texture

1  -  Varied materials inviting sensorial interaction, interesting details that become more interesting and layered with meaning over time
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2  -  Some variety of materials, some interesting details.
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3  -  Uniform texture, uninteresting or monotonous treatment of surfaces, lacking details.
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 1.	 Mt. Baker Station  2.	 Franklin High School  3.	 Boy Scout of America  4.	 UW Laundry

 5.	 Lowe’s  6.	 QFC  7.	 Vietnamese Restaurant  8.	 Wendy’s

 9.	 MF Apartment  10.	 SF House  11.	 SF House
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Texture
Narrower street frontage/ Smaller grain tex-
ture/ Architectural details

Glazing 
High transperancy

Distance from side-walk
Interaction between Bldg. and St.

Human Use
Hours of Human Ocupancy/ Human Activity

Inviting


