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Last year Copenhagen had an average annual precipitation of 613mm (24”). The worst of these 
events come in the form of cloudbursts - described as more than 15mm (.5”) in less than 30 
minutes. In 2011 on a particularlly drastic case over 100mm (4”) was measured in one hour.  WATER
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H O W  I S  T H E  C I T Y  D I V I D E D ?
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Our site is roughly 40,000 square 
meters

100mm of rain collected on our 
site makes 4046 cubic meters

4046 cubic meters of water is an enormous amount but 
the volume can be managed through a combination of 
retention and infiltration.  

Two stormwater cisterns are located beneath the site 
to retain 1354 cubic meters each,  the other third of 
potential stormwater is managed through infiltration 
and transpiration.

1354m3

1354m3
4046m34046m3 =

E X I S T I N G  C O N D I T I O N

J A C K  A L D E R M A N   \ \   J I A N  S H A N   \ \   K E V I N  VA N  M E T E R   \ \   TAT YA N A  VA S H C H E N K O
L A  5 0 1  E C O L O G I C A L  U R B A N I S M



0

0

1

1

2

2

4

4

6

6

8

8

10m

10m

8:00 AM

10:00 AM

2:00 PM
A

B

A’

B’

5:00 PM 9:00 PM

8:00 AM
NORREBROHALLERNE

SECTION   B-B’

SECTION   A-A’

10:00 AM
TRANSIT HUB

2:00 PM
PROMENADE

BIKE PARKING STRUCTURE
SECTIONAL PERSPECTIVE

REFUGE
SEASONAL PERSPECTIVE

5:00 PM
REFUGE

9:00 PM
NORREBROHALLERNE

8:00 AM – We watch students and commuters heading out on bike or toward transit .  Vendors set up for the daily market beneath 
the canopy. The East side of the market is the place to go for prepared food, produce, dair y and meat . Catch some cool morning 
air by the mist fountain.
 
10:00 AM – We follow the commuters across Nørrebrogade toward the transit hub. The morning rush has slowed, but people are 
still  moving through. This site accesses bus, metro, and train transpor tation and is accommodated for such. It  is defined by 
raised buildings at the nor th and south ends of the area. These buildings provide easy access to the metro as well as additional 
bike parking above and below grade.
 
2:00 PM – Passing beneath the elevated train track s we arrive at the promenade. A broad path stretches before us, angling be-
t ween buildings. Oases of trees and lively building thresholds catch our attention as we walk along. Notice the shops beneath 
the bridge, incubators for local ar tisans. 
 
5:00 PM – We head back across Nørrebrogade to the refuge. Located in a space split by t wo apar tment buildings this is the place 
to go for a quiet walk or picnic . An allee of birch trees edges the park , a soft permeable boundar y. Inside we find the sunken play 
cour t that doubles as a safet y measure for cloudbursts, keeping the residential building safe from water. 
 
9:00 PM – Turning east brings us back to the market .  The West side of the market has a strong connec tion to the promenade and 
has more local vendors selling ar ts or crafts.  The struc ture of the canopy comes alive at night with lights. The market is bustling 
with people from all  across Copenhagen. 


