
Public Spaces | Public Life for Seattle's University District 
Scan l Design Master Studio, Autumn 2012   [Larch 501/Arch504] 
 
Instructors: Nancy Rottle (LA) and Jim Nicholls (ARCH) 
Teaching Assistant: Jess Michalak 
With Gehl Architects: Bianca Hermansen  
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24 sept 
 
STUDIO AND PROJECT 
INTRODUCTION  
2:30 - 3:30  
Guest Speakers:  
Rebecca Barnes, UW 
Kristine Kenney, UW 
Dave LaClergue, DPD 
 
ASSIGN: 
Project 1:  
In Sight, In Site. 

26 sept 
  
SITE VISIT  
 
GPS Transect and 
Palimsest Exercise 
 
 
 
DUE: 
Found in Translation 
Photo essay. 
 
 
 
                                      
  
 
 
 
 
Bring cameras and class 
sketchbooks 

28 sept 
 
PRESENT: Palimsest and 
Selected sites 
 
Group Process Discussion  
 
Workday 
 
DUE: 
Site maps 
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1 oct 
In Sight, In Site: Present 
Research and Proposal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 oct 
Work day (on/off site) 
 

5 oct 
Work day (on/off site) 
 
 
Weekend  
Observation in teams 
photograph, record. Dismantle 
by Sunday night.  
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8 oct 
In Sight, In Site: 
Group Presentations 
3 min. each, digital. 
+ 
INFORMATION PANEL 
- resident, activist 
- business, chamber 
- station, designer 
- uw 
- etc. 
 
 
ASSIGN: 
Project 2 Consultancies:  
District System Overlays 
and Precedents 
 

10 oct 
WORKDAY 
 
Research  
archival + interview 
 
 
 
 

12 oct 
WORKSHOP: Maximize 
System Opportunities 
 
Vision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Nancy possibly at APA conf.) 
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15 oct 
PRESENT DIGITAL 
DISTRICT OVERLAYS  
and PRECEDENTS 
 
WORKDAY/WORKSHOP: 
Combine Overlays 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 oct 
DRAFT DISTRICT  
STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Select Design Focus Site  
BRING BASE MAP ON 
FRIDAY 

19 oct 
WORKSHOP:  
LIFE • SPACE • BUILDING 
Program and Concept 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
ASSIGN:  
Project 3: Program, Concepts, 
Schematics	
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22 oct 
 
REVIEW OF THREE 
CONCEPTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Portland Ecodistrict Summit 
23 - 26 Oct) 

24 oct 
 
WORKDAY:  Develop 
Concepts into Schematics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(David Dixon, TOD, 25 Oct. 
Hotel Deca) 
(Nancy out, with Danish 
Stormwater group) 

26 oct 
 
PRESENT SCHEMATICS IN 
SMALL GROUPS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASSIGN: Project 4: 
Schematic Design 
Development / Mid-Term  
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29 oct 
 
BIANCA HERMANSEN 
GEHL ARCHITECTS 
 
Present Overview of 
District Strategies and 
Goals 
 
Present Site Strategies, 
Program, and Schematic 
Design 

31 OCT 
 
BIANCA HERMANSEN 
GEHL ARCHITECTS 
 
DESKCRITS 
Individual Schematic Design 
Revisions  
 
 
 

2 nov 
 
BIANCA HERMANSEN 
GEHL ARCHITECTS 
 
Deskcrits 
Individual Schematic Designs 
City scale  
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5 nov 
BIANCA HERMANSEN 
GEHL ARCHITECTS  
 
Deskcrits 
Individual Schematic 
Designs 
Human scale  
 
 
 

7 nov 
BIANCA HERMANSEN 
GEHL ARCHITECTS  
 
Deskcrits 
Individual Schematic 
Designs 
Communication /Layout 
 
 

9 nov 
MIDTERM REVIEW 
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12 nov 
VETERANS DAY 
Possible Vancouver BC Trip 
Leave Sat. Nov. 10 in AM  
Return Monday Nov.12 in  
PM 

14 nov 
 
WORKDAY - Desk Crits 
Revision from review,  + 
performance metrics 
 
 
 
ASSIGN: Project 5: 
Final Project   
	
  

16 nov 
 
WORKDAY - Desk Crits 
Exercise: Summer + Winter + 
Day + Night: Four Plans 
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19 nov 
WORKDAY 
Desk Crits +  
Performance Assessment 
 
 
Project Diagrams and 
Descriptons 
 
 

21 nov 
WORKDAY 
Desk Crits 
 
 
 

23 nov 
NO SCHOOL 
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY  
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26 nov 
[Possible Bianca 
Hermanson Graphics 
Lecture by Skype] 
 
WORK DAY 
Desk Crits 
Strategic sections at two 
scales 
 
 

28 dec 
[Possible Bianca 
Hermanson Lecture by 
Skype] 
 
WORK DAY 
Desk Crits 
Critical Plans and 
Perspectives 
 
 

30 nov. 
 
 
 
 
WORK DAY 
Desk Crits 
Final Presentation, layout and 
mock-up 
 
Course Evaluations 
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3 dec 
WORKDAY 
Print December 2nd,  
no exceptions 
 

5 dec 
FINAL REVIEW  

7 dec 
Draft Book Pages Due  + 
Printouts 
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10 dec 
DUE: 
FINAL BOOK PAGES  
 
 
 
 

12 dec 
Required: Digital copies of 
all InDesign book and 
presentation layouts 
including all linked files + 
page printouts + posters   

14 dec 

 

 

  

  

 
 
 


